Guidelines for Writing Documentary Film Critiques
Please include the following information on the top of your papers:
Title of the film (in italics print)                                                           Your name                                                                  Filmmaker (Director) -                                                                         GSR 300
Part A: Your critique must include the following information:
1. A short summary of the film in 2 – 3 paragraphs. Make sure you answer – What is the film’s purpose? What is the main message the director wants to tell the audience?                        
2. What background knowledge do viewers have to know or believe to understand or appreciate this documentary? What did you expect to see?                                                        
3. Your reactions to the film. You should also rate the film by using a scale that has 1 – 5 stars with 5 stars being the highest rating possible.                                                          
4. Discuss the film techniques that you see in the film. For information about film techniques, you can see me or check out these websites (and see the handout about film techniques):
A. The 30 Camera Shots Film Fans Need to Know – This website has definitions and examples.
www.empireonline.com/features/film-studies-101-camera-shots-styles
B. Film Terms Glossary –
www.filmsite.org/filmterms.html
Part B:  Your critiques must also feature information from several of the following: (You may answer some of these questions. Please do not number your answers. Write your critique in paragraphs.)
[bookmark: _GoBack]1.  How does the film grab and hold the attention of the viewer?                                      
2. What scenes are particularly noteworthy (interesting)? What scenes did not add to the overall quality of the film? Why?                                                                                  
3. Does the film expose the viewer to issues, social, political and/or moral that you think are important?                                                                                                 
4. Who should see this film and who should not see this film?                                       
5. If the film included interviews, what were they like? What did you learn from those interviews? 
6. Which parts of the documentary do you like the most? Why?                                     
7. What have you learned from it?                                                                             
8. Was there anything that surprised you? If yes, what?                                                      
9. What are the drawbacks of this documentary?                                                               
10. Would you recommend this documentary to your friends? Why or why not?                  
Part C: Grammar and Proofreading:
1.  You should check your film critiques to make sure that the words are spelled correctly and you proofread your grammar.
                          Criteria for Grading Documentary Film Critiques
Please Note - Write your film critiques in paragraphs.
Here are the evaluation criteria for your film critiques -
Part A - is worth 60 points. You can check yourself to see if your film critique has the following:  
1. Did you include information from all of the questions in Part A?
Part B - is worth 25 points.                                                                                   
1.  Did you include the answers to some of the questions in part B? You do not need to answer each of these questions, but think about which ones apply to the particular film you are reviewing. 
Part C - is worth 15 points.
1.  Did you proofread your film critiques? 
2.  Did you check your grammar?
3.  Did you check your spelling?


Gt b g sty s

T anpsonins oA surea o101 camce shteanfos
.




